Third Sunday of Advent
Service of Readings and Carols
December 17, 2017
10 a.m. Worship

No matter who you are,
No matter where you are
On life’s journey,
You are welcome here.
Worship begins with chimes.
The prelude is a time of reflection and preparation for the worship of God.
Please silence cell phones.
Bibles for use during worship are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary.

THOUGHT FOR PREPARATION
“Remembrance is sufficient of the beauty we have seen.”
-Caroline Sergeant
PRELUDE

O Tannenbaum
St. Arbucks Trio

arr. Vince Guaraldi

CHIMES
CHORAL INTROIT

A Plea For Peace
Chancel Choir

Marie Lee

Oh, little star as you once shone,
Can you just shine for one more time?
Oh, can you light the heavens again,
And cause us all to cease this crime,
This senseless killing, make it stop!
Shine bright, oh star, so all can see,
And we will know the time has come
To live in perfect harmony.
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
* WELCOMING EACH OTHER

Jeff Carlson

* CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Have no fear!
All: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
which shall be for all people.
One: Good will visit us! Day will dawn upon us!
All: A child shall be born unto us!
One: Christ the Lord, the light of the world!
All: It is almost Christmas! Christmas is almost here. Amen.
* Please stand if you are able to do so.

* HYMN

The First Nowell
The first Nowell, the angels did say,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel.
This star drew nigh to the northwest, O’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel.
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
And with his blood mankind hath bought.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell. Born is the King of Israel.

ANTHEM

Away in a Manger
Kinderchapel Singers

Traditional Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my side 'til morning is nigh.
SCRIPTURE
CAROL

 Luke 1:25-35; 2:1-7
O Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
ANTHEM

Go Tell It On The Mountain
Children's Choir
Nancy Voigts, director; Karen Johnson, piano
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain,
While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens,
There shone a holy light.
Go tell it on the mountain,.....
Down in a lowly manger,
The humble Christ was born,

And brought us God’s salvation
That blessed Christmas morn’.

Spiritual

Go tell it on the mountain,.....
STORY
SCRIPTURE
* CAROL

The Rich Family in Church

Jeff Carlson

 Luke 2:8-14
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

ANTHEM

Who Would Send A Baby? Katlyn McVey and Eleanor McGuire
Pauls People
Kecia Waldschmidt, director

Who would send a baby to heal a world in pain?
Who would send a baby, a tiny child?
When the world is waiting for the Promised One, who would send his only son?
Who would send a baby to light the world with love?
Who would send a baby, a tiny child?
When the world is waiting for the Promised One, who would send his only son?
Who would choose a manger to cradle a king?
Who would send angels to sing?
Who would hang a star in the sky above to shine on the gift of his infinite love?
Who would send a baby to bless the world with peace?
Who would send a baby, a tiny child?
When the world is waiting for the Promised One, who would send his only son?
Who would send a baby? Who would send His only begotten Son?
STORY

Joy

Sarah Garcia

CAROL

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night, all is calm; all is bright.
‘Round yon virgin, mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild;
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:15-20

* CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing,
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
STORY

Two Readings

CAROL

O Christmas Tree

Matt Fitzgerald

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are your branches!
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are your branches!
In beauty green will always grow through summer sun and winter snow.
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are your branches!
ANTHEM

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
arr. Bradley Sowash
Joyful Sounds
Brendan Henry and Kris Hansen, directors
O come, O come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Lord of Lords appear.
Rejoice, rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O Bright and Morning Star,
and bring us comfort from afar.
Dispel the shadows of the night,
and turn our darkness into light! Refrain
O come, Desire of Nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease,
and fill the world with heaven's peace! Refrain
SCRIPTURE
* CAROL

Matthew 2:1-12
Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful all ye nations rise; Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

GIVING ODDLY

OFFERTORY

St. Pauls Does Dickens

O magnum mysterium
(Sung in Latin)
Chancel Choir

Morten Lauridsen

O great mystery, and wondrous sacrament,

That animals should see the newborn Lord lying in the manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!
O Lord, I heard your prophecy and I was afraid;
I considered your works, and I trembled in the midst of the animals.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
*HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Black Hymnal No. 129

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice,
Give you heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow, asleep within the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Now you know of endless bliss;
Jesus Christ was born for this!
God has opened Heaven’s door and you are blessed forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Now you need not fear the grave.
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

* BENEDICTION
* CHORAL BENEDICTION
Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room;
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing.
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
POSTLUDE

Angels We Have Heard On High
St. Pauls Brass & Kevin Dzierzawski, organ

Lloyd Larson

We welcome St. Pauls Brass this morning. Jake Nitzsche & Jim Brandt; trumpets;
Rick Peterson & Nancy Pifer, horns; and Mark Swanson & Lorne Frank, trombones.
Following Worship, all are invited to the Advent Potluck in the Gym

The Cultivation of Christmas Trees
There are several attitudes towards Christmas,
Some of which we may disregard:
The social, the torpid, the patently commercial,
The rowdy (the pubs being open till midnight),
And the childish — which is not that of the child
For whom the candle is a star, and the gilded angel
Spreading its wings at the summit of the tree
Is not only a decoration, but an angel.
The child wonders at the Christmas Tree:
Let him continue in the spirit of wonder
At the Feast as an event not accepted as a pretext;
So that the glittering rapture, the amazement
Of the first-remembered Christmas Tree,
So that the surprises, delight in new possessions
(Each one with its peculiar and exciting smell),
The expectation of the goose or turkey
And the expected awe on its appearance,
So that the reverence and the gaiety
May not be forgotten in later experience,
In the bored habituation, the fatigue, the tedium,
The awareness of death, the consciousness of failure,
Or in the piety of the convert
Which may be tainted with a self-conceit
Displeasing to God and disrespectful to children
(And here I remember also with gratitude
St. Lucy, her carol, and her crown of fire):
So that before the end, the eightieth Christmas
(By “eightieth” meaning whichever is last)
The accumulated memories of annual emotion
May be concentrated into a great joy
Which shall be also a great fear, as on the occasion
When fear came upon every soul:
Because the beginning shall remind us of the end
And the first coming of the second coming.
T.S. Eliot

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS:
Head Usher: Beatrice Jaji
Ushers: Lauren Vega, Layne Lebahn, Brian Hafner, Fred Peterson, Bruce Voice
Acolytes: Jack Kahan, Jake Gentzen
Head Greeter: Greg Mooney
Special Accommodations: Dodd Brown
ADVENT

WREATH- Each week during Advent we light another candle in our Advent
wreath to anticipate the coming of Christ, the light of the world. These candles
symbolize the gifts of hope, love, joy and peace that Christ's coming brings. This year
our Advent wreath is being lit by members of Consider the Lilies, one of our lay
caregiving groups. Each week they bring the altar flowers to church members who
are sick or hospitalized to remind them that they are beloved.
THE CHRISTMAS TREE IS A CHRISMON TREE - The white and gold ornaments
represent the glory and majesty of Christ. Each one is a symbol or monogram of
Christ and has been made by members and friends of St. Pauls. The tree itself is a gift
to the church from the Crowley and Opp-Ekdahl families. Thanks to Lorne Frank,
Greg Basil, Fernando Diaz, Jill Minetz, Kres and Doug Roewer, Liz Raiman, Kirk
Chernansky, Beverley Petrunich, Gretchen Althen, Barb Kaiser, and Jan Bail.

BORN THIS WEEK IN DECEMBER
Donations to the Birthday Fund support A Just Harvest
We celebrate and give thanks for your life at St. Pauls. A perfect way to celebrate.
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 22
Dec. 23

David Mussatt, Elizabeth Gillmore, Tiscia Eicher
Clark Tavas, Irene Beck, Joyce Groth, Michelle Jarzebowski, Suzanne
Baker
Lynsey Honegger, Nancy Brandt
Lydia Miller
Sara Nagy
Alexandra Patton, Kristie Bergeron
John Cochran, Kristy Combs, Sally Etz, Valerie Shimp

TODAY
ALL CHURCH ADVENT POTLUCK - 11:30 a.m. This event is one of the times when
the whole congregation sits down together. Celebrate Advent’s blessings with
friends and family. Come to the Gym immediately after worship.
CHRISTMAS MARKET AND BAKE SALE AFTER CHURCH TODAY - Help us raise
funds to cover the costs of our January 14 Polar Peace March by supporting our
Christmas Market and Bake Sale. Need a white elephant gift for the office party?
Want to give your mail delivery person some cookies, but don’t have time to bake we’ve got you covered! The market will be open after church today in the Oscar
Mayer Room.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPONSOR VIOLENCE PREVENTION - Does your employer make grants to
charitable organizations doing good work in Chicago? We are looking for sponsors
for our January 14 Polar Peace March that supports the violence prevention
initiatives of UCAN. For more information contact Jan Bail janbail@me.com or
Pastor Jeff Carlson jcarlson@spucc.org .

BIBLE STORY THEATRE - For the month of January we will not have regular
Sunday School classes. Students will be participating in workshops to prepare for
our annual Bible Story Theatre production where we bring sacred stories to life
through song , dance and drama. BST workshops will take place on Sunday Jan. 14,
21 and 28 from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.. The BST performance will be on February 4 at
11 a.m.
BIBLE STORY THEATRE DESIGN TEAM NEEDS YOU! Whatever your gifts and
skills there is a role for you in the creative process of developing BST 2018. Come
join this year's exploration of the Bible with our St. Pauls children and young people
as we work together to bring the scripture from the page to the stage. Get out your
scissors or paint brush, your tap shoes or your hammer. Script Development and
Design Teams begin work right after Christmas. BST Workshops with the Church
School are January 14, 21, and 28. BST Sunday is February 4. Contact Sharon
Phillips today Email: sphillips.7340@gmail.com.
“GIVE ODDLY” TO ST. PAULS IN 2018: St. Pauls’ 2018 Giving Campaign
kicked off on October 29 and invites all who take part in the impactful
worship and ministries at St. Pauls Church to “Give Oddly” to support St. Pauls’
175th Anniversary year. Please consider adding an odd amount such as 7% to
your typical “even” giving level in 2018 to help St. Pauls carry out our
“wondrously odd” kind of Christianity for another 175 years and move
toward a balanced annual operating budget. Every gift of treasure, talent,
and time is counted, so help us achieve 100% congregational participation!
Fill out and turn in a giving card from the pew rack, or go to SPUCC.org and
click on “GIVE” at the top of the homepage. Thank you for your generous
support of St. Pauls!
SUNDAYS 9-9:45 a.m. - THE WORD OF THE DAY - God is still speaking, and
the primary way God speaks to us is through scripture. In this adult faith
formation class, we take a dive into the Bible passages that our pastors will
preach on, because reflecting on scripture with a group enriches our worship
and understanding. No Bible experience necessary. Your questions are
welcome. Child care is provided in the Nursery. Meets in the Parlor. Does not meet
on December 24th or 31st.

DECEMBER 18 - PARENTS OF LITTLE ONES - 9:30 a.m. We will be making sack
lunches for the Lincoln Park Community Shelter in the St. Pauls kitchen. Please let
Corie know if you can come or bring food. Contact corie.gallemore@gmail.com.
DECEMBER 19 - PARENTS OF LITTLE ONES COOKIE EXCHANGE- 7:30 p.m. Bring a
batch of cookies (homemade or store-bought) to the social hall. We will exchange
cookies so we will each come home with a variety. We will enjoy spending time
together around the Christmas tree. Contact Corie if you can come.
corie.gallemore@gmail.com.
DECEMBER 20 - WINTER SOLSTICE LABYRINTH WALK - 6 p.m. in the Gym. A
service of song, reflection and candlelit walking meditation of our labyrinth on the
longest night of the year.
JANUARY 7 - PARENTS OF LITTLE ONES - 3 p.m. We will be making the CEP dinner
for people in need in the St. Pauls kitchen. Let Corie know if you can come or bring
food. Children can help prepare food but we will also have childcare provided.
Contact corie.gallemore@gmail.com.
JANUARY 8 - CHRISTIANITY 101- 7:30 p.m. Parlor. Join Pastor Jeff and fellow young
adults for a lively discussion of the real-life questions we face in our daily lives.
There is no need to prepare in advance. Please contact Hannah Basil at
youngadults@spucc.org with questions and to RSVP.
JANUARY 14, 2018 POLAR PEACE MARCH TO BENEFIT UCAN. Join us as we
honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at our 1.5 mile walk to benefit UCAN
and its violence prevention initiative in Chicago. This family friendly event will start
with a program in the Sanctuary at 4 p.m. and conclude with a cup of soup in the
Gym. Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers and family to be a part of your
team. Register online at www.polarpeacemarch.org. YOU CAN be part of the
solution to a more peaceful Chicago.

JANUARY 26 - WINE TASTING PARTY - 7:30 p.m. , Hannah and Caleb’s home. Join
the Young Adults Group for a Wine Tasting Party. Bring one bottle of wine to share
and tasting notes will be available. No wine knowledge is necessary. Due to space
limitations, this event will be open to the first 20 people who RSVP yes to the
forthcoming Punchbowl invitation.

OPPORTUNITIES
ALTAR FLOWER SIGN UP - The 2018 sign-up is now available! If you would
like to purchase flowers for the altar please go to our link at
http://tinyurl.com/h55pl82 and sign up. If you have any questions, please
contact the church office.
AMAZON SMILE - Use https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2179808 if you
would like to support St. Pauls when buying Amazon products. The
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible
purchases to St. Pauls.
BIBLE STUDY - Meets one Saturday a month. This in-depth study explores a book of
the Bible from start to finish, looking at its original context as well as its meaning for
us as Christians today. No December study. Next Study: January 27th Contact: Pastor
Jeff jcarlson@spucc.org.
COLLEEN HENRY WRITING CENTER- We can always use a few new tutors
at the writing center to help students learn to write clearly and convincingly. This
program at Lincoln Park High School was initiated by St. Pauls and developed
in connection with the English and Social Studies Departments. Tutors
volunteer once a week, Monday through Thursday. Training and mentoring
are available. For more information, or to volunteer, contact Nancy Brandt nhbrandt@sbcglobal.net .
CONNECTORS reach out providing networking and support for members and
friends of St. Pauls Membership is open to all who have the time and the
inclination to help. Contact Marcia Volk - marcia@volkonline.com
CONSIDER THE LILIES - Deliver our Sunday Altar Flowers to members and
friends who need to know St. Pauls is thinking of them. If you would like to be
part of this initiative, please contact Maureen Grunst at mvgrunst@aol.com. Join us!

FAITH IN ACTION/FAITH AND PUBLIC ISSUES - Whether you’re interested
in supporting women or GLBTQ persons or immigrants and refugees, or
interested in planning programs on critical issues, you can find St. Pauls
people involved and join them now. Contact Toby Rogers at
toby@rogers-home.com for more information.
FEED THE HUNGRY - Each week St. Pauls welcomes homeless and hungry
people to Sunday dinner. To volunteer to prepare and serve dinner to guests
of the Lincoln Park Community Shelter, contact Brent Carstensen at
bcarstensen@ameritech.net .
FOOD FOR THOUGHT - Visit our Food for Thought blog
http://www.spucc.org/blogs/food-for-thought .
GET YOUR NEW NAME TAG! - Email Virgie at vberry@spucc.org
LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SHELTER NEEDS OVERNIGHT VOLUNTEERS
- To sign up: volunteer@lpcsonline.org 773-549-6111.
LITTLE LIGHTS is a St. Pauls preschool program with classes for 2 and
3-year-olds in our church nursery with options for two or three mornings per
week. Our standard application deadline has passed. However, we are still
working with applicants on a rolling basis. If you are interested, email Virgie
Berry- vberry@spucc.org .
NEW OR EXPECTING PARENTS - If you have a new baby or are expecting a
baby, please let Corie know so that we can find ways to support you (meals,
prayer, etc.) and so that we can inform you of opportunities in our Parents of
Little Ones (POLO) group. Also let us her know if you have small children and
are new to the church. corie.gallemore@gmail.com
SARAH’S SISTERS gather every Wednesday morning to make 40 bag lunches
to be distributed to homeless people. Come to the church kitchen at 9:30 a.m.

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT ST. PAULS - If you’re in need of support through a
tough time and would like to be matched with someone who would support
you with companionship and prayer, or you’re feeling called to offer support,
speak to Pastor Jeff Carlson jcarlson@spucc.org , Marti Pechnyo
mpechnyo@gmail.com , or Diana Laskaris dianaminlead@gmail.com .
SAINT PAULS BASKETBALL WEDNESDAYS - 7 p.m. Our weekly pickup
game is co-ed. Ages range from young and fast to old and not as fast. Skill
levels range from enthusiastic to “I think he played in college, you guard him.”
All are welcome! Contact pastormatt@spucc.org
ST. PAULS PLAY GROUP for children from birth to 3 years old in the church
Nursery. Drop in anytime from 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. Wednesdays. Corie
Gallemore at corie.gallemore@gmail.com
ST. PAULS SOCIAL - Get better acquainted with other adults at St. Pauls. If
interested in hosting please contact Jen Luerssen, jenluerssen@yahoo.com
and stay tuned for future events.
UCC DAILY DEVOTIONAL - To register: http://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
WANT MORE VARIETY AT COFFEE HOUR? - Sign up to bring it at
http://bit.ly/1RtSUuh
YOUNG ADULTS - A group for fun and fellowship for folks in their twenties
and thirties. All are welcome! Volunteers needed! Any ideas for future events?
Email youngadults@spucc.org .
YOUTH GROUP for kids in 3rd-8th grade will meet each Tuesday from 4-6
p.m. with pizza dinner, fun and Christian fellowship. Meet in the gym.
Resumes in September, most Tuesdays, grades 3-8 from 4-6 p.m. Contact
sgarcia@spucc.org
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please send any announcements you would like in the following week’s
Friday email to announcements@spucc.org no later than 10 a.m. on Tuesday .
Please limit announcements to 70 words. Thank you.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CALENDAR

TODAY

Third Sunday of Advent - Lighting the Candle of
Joy
10 a.m. Worship
Readings and Carols
No Church School
Christmas Market in Oscar Mayer Room
All Church Advent Party, 11:30 a.m. in the gym. A
Morning Potluck with drinks and merriment.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 Winter Solstice & Labyrinth Walk, 6 p.m. Gym
A service of Song and Reflection on the longest
night of the year.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Lighting the Candle of
Love
10 a.m. Worship
Nathan Laube, guest organist
Christmas Eve
5 p.m. Family Service, Children take part in the
Christmas Story with costumes
9 p.m. Candlelight Service. Christmas story, carols,
candles, sermon and choir.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31

New Years Eve
10 a.m. Worship. No Church School.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14

Polar Peace March, 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary/Gym
Join us for the 4th annual march that supports
UCAN’S work for non-violence and honors the
legacy of MLK.

SAINT PAULS PRAYS
• Donna Braden, recovering from a stroke.
• Larry Simpson, with the death of his spouse, Ed Zasadil.
• For Elmer Gifford’s close friend, Mario Dominis, who is facing difficult health challenges.
• For Robin Scott’s friend, Michelle, for her physical health and mental well-being.
• Al Cerkan and family, at the loss of his sister-in-law, Maureen.
• For Bruce and Betty who need prayers for their uncle Victor in the hospital.
• For Rod Robert, brother of Susanne Baker, and brother-in-law of David Baker, as he
recovers from difficult health challenges.
• Jan Bail’s friend, Genel Daley, starting a second round of chemotherapy.
• Dale Martin and his family.
• For young people who struggle to do the right thing but are surrounded by those who
seem to benefit from wrong-doing.
• Bobbi Gannello, diagnosed with lymphoma.
• Amy Newman’s sister Linda, being treated for cancer.
• Sandra Benedict, recovering from surgery.
• Carole Knuti undergoing treatment for cancer.
• Carole Crowley recovering from a stroke.
• All those struggling to conceive.
• Sylvia Pine’s grandfather, Terry Barton, recovering from strokes.
• Candi Huber's niece, Kathryn, continuing treatments for cancer.
• Michelle’s friends Michael, Chris and Jerry, all sick with chronic illnesses.
• Lorri Gunn Wirsum, for her husband, Karl Wirsum, and her brother, Jim, who
is recovering from transplant surgery.
• Mary Train and her nephew Carl and family.
• Jonah, Sean, and Kevin and all homeless individuals with mental illness living in this city.
• For those struggling with mental health issues.
• For all those touched by violence in Chicago.
• Steve Warsh, undergoing chemotherapy.
• Tom Palkon being treated for cancer.
• Pat Kirby, recovering from heart attack and complications.
• Those killed and injured in terrorist attacks around the world and all
refugees.
NEARLY 1 IN 5 ADULTS STRUGGLE WITH A MENTAL HEALTH ISSUE. Contact one of
the pastors today for information about mental health care advocacy and resources
that can help you and your loved ones. Contact information for the pastors is at the
back of this Bulletin.

ABOUT ST. PAULS

Making a joyful sound in the city
Saint Pauls UCC has a vibrant history in the city of Chicago. Founded in 1843, we are one of
the city's oldest churches. In 1989 we became one of America's first congregations to
declare ourselves "Open to and Affirming of” LGBT women and men.
From founding Chicago's largest provider of social services to at-risk children to starting a
home for the elderly, from housing protestors at the 1968 Democratic Convention to
hosting Lincoln Park's first MLK day march against violence on Chicago's streets we are
proud to make a joyful sound in the city.
Most importantly, over the past 174 years we are glad to have introduced thousands of
children and adults to the amazing, inclusive, life changing, uplifting love of God. We do so
in worship that is traditional, but far from conventional.
 t. Pauls United Church of Christ
S
2335 North Orchard Street Chicago, Illinois 60614
(773) 348-3829 FAX (773) 348-3858
www.spucc.org
Matt Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor, mfitzgerald@spucc.org
Jeff Carlson, Associate Pastor, jcarlson@spucc.org
Sarah Garcia, Associate Pastor for Children and Youth, sgarcia@spucc.org
Karen E. Johnson, President of the Congregation, kejpiano@aol.com
Tom Henry, Pastor Emeritus, emeritushenry@gmail.com
Kurt R. Hansen, Music Director, kurtsingsbach@gmail.com
Kevin Dzierzawski, Organist, kdzierza@att.net
Brendan Henry, Pianist, brendanphenry@hotmail.com
Nancy Voigts, Children’s Choir Director, nvoigtsgod@att.net
Kecia Waldschmidt, Youth Choir Director, keciagerman@hotmail.com
Kristopher Hansen, Joyful Sounds Choir Co- Director, TheBeatB0xer1995@gmail.com
Mark Mosley, Intergenerational Orchestra Director, mwmosley@gmail.com
Tom Vaitsas, Pianist, tomvaitsas@gmail.com
Kevin O’Brien, Lay Liturgical Administrator, kob48@att.net

Free Parking is available on Sundays at Children’s Memorial Hospital
2300 Block of North Lincoln Ave. – Vouchers Not Needed.

NOTES

NOTES

WELCOME TO SAINT PAULS UCC!
Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith,
and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors.
Welcome to our first time guests and
our longtime members.
Welcome to single people, tiny children,
grandparents and families of all
configurations.
Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who
grieve.
Welcome to each and to everyone.
We are an Open and Affirming church.
We welcome all.
We are blessed by your presence and
we are glad you are here.

